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Polar research and climate change - Key areas 
and recent developments
By Ir P C LO

The VC organised the captioned monthly talk on 21 August 

2024. A great turnout of 161 members across the Institution 

attended. The talk was delivered by Prof Ho Kin Chung, an 

environmental scientist specialising in water quality and 

microalgae.

Prof Ho has been elected the Foreign Academician of the 

European Academy of Sciences and is currently Honorary 

Professor at The University of Hong Kong.

As part of his ongoing commitment to promoting research 

and STEM for young scientists, he established the Polar 

Research Institute of Hong Kong in 2018 and a research 

station in the Arctic Region. He has published numerous 

books, educational materials and scientific articles.

Prof Ho began the talk with an introduction to the two 

poles of the globe, the Arctic and Antarctic. He discussed 

their geographical locations and characteristics, weather 

conditions, their unique fauna (polar bears in the Arctic and 

penguins in the Antarctic), and the key challenges currently 

being faced by us all due to recent climate changes which 

are clearly evidenced in the polar regions.

Prof Ho then explained some of the recent impacts of climate 

change, which have provoked serious attention by scientists 

as well as the general public. The polar regions, in particular, 

are of prime interest because of their key importance to 

global temperature variations and water supply. 

To help tackle the impact of climate change, the Chinese 

government has built polar research stations in the two 

polar regions and recently, commissioned a state-of-the-art 

research vessel, the Xuelong 2. This is an icebreaker of  

world-class design, equipped with sampling and experimental 

facilities for carrying out research in various advanced areas 

of science, technology and engineering. 

The Xuelong 2 made an educational visit to Hong Kong in 

April 2024, which received a positive reception from the 

public.

Prof Ho’s talk provided many valuable insights for attendees, 

particularly in the use of technology to help combat the 

impact of climate change.

The attendees raised numerous questions, all of which Prof Ho 

addressed with passion and patience.

Ir Simon Chung, the VC Chairman (5th right), presenting souvenir to Prof Ho (middle)


































